
March 16,1887. THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

Oar Tines IB Prophecy, Ho. It. 

BT JOHW GUI*. 

CHANGES CONCERNING THE BBA8T IN OCR TIME8. 

Before we proceed with the probabilities of the 
judgment of the woman in oar time, let us make a 
few general observations according to oar deduc- 
tions concerning changes and incidents in oar 
times. 

It is not proper only to speak of the different at- 
titudes of the beast in oar time, but in a comparison 
of Romanism and Protestantism of today with that 
of five hundred years ago the fact of different at- 
titudes being assumed by the beast is fully 
corroborated. The same is also noticeable when 
we compare five hundred years ago with a thousand 
years ago, and the same may still be observed when 
a thousand years ago are compared with fifteen 
hundred years ago, and so on as long as we con- 
tinue under the fourth kingdom of Daniel. 

It seems to be the intention of Rev. 17, to arrest 
the mind from the ordinary course of reasoning 
about Romanism and Protestantism, therefore we 
must to some exteut at least, abandon the method 
of expounding Scripture by refering to the Roman 
and Protestant parties after the completion of 
this combination. 

It seems plain that the intent of the Rev. 17, is 
to bring about an entire now view of things. And 
the most notable characteristic of the combination 
seems to be that it sways every association in hu- 
manity. See Rev. 13: 7; 17: J, 16, where it is plainly 
indicated by the beast being seated upon many 
waters that it exerted its power "Over all kindreds 
and tongues and nations." 

All these great changes are very properly repre- 
sented to us by the representation of the mixture 
of iron and clay in the feet and toes of the image. 
We are completely mixed and mingled with all 
classes of people through modern inventions. Sen- 
timents and interests that tormly have divided us 
have become obsolete. And the Christened states- 
man as well as the great theologian have but one 
idea as the representation of our loyalty to God, 
viz. the conversion and subjugation of the world 
to current political powers and popular religious 
sentiments. And although we are seemingly con- 
verted the irreligious and subjugating the vicious 
elements amongst us; we are obliged according to 
previous dispositions to admit that in the end we 
will see that we have made a failure; and that it 
will turn out as it is signified by the prophet that 
a dissolution will come in all of our churches and 
societies by the arising of a vicious political senti- 
ment, or that iron disposition that "Breaketh in 
pieces and subdueth all things." In this instance 
our Christian profesors who believe not in the 
nonresistant principle, and are disobedient in this 
respect will have presented unto them the tempta- 
tions to avenge themselves in a bad cause. Non- 
resistant people will no doubt have to come out 
from among them. 

The probable cause that will lead to such a dis- 
astrous result will be noticed here after. We now 
merely wish to note the general state of things in 
this disruption as described by the prophets. To 
describe this we can do no better than to quote 
and apply Dan. 7: 9, 11,12; where he in speaking 
of the beast with the ten horns, and there making 
special note of the little horn that had eyes like a 
man and spake great things and says: "I beheld 
till the thrones were cast down and the ancient of 
days did sit." What does this imply else but 
that the prophet saw things that shall transpire 
down at the judgment. This is even stated in so 
many words in verse 10: "The judgment was 
set and the books were opened. I beheld then be- 
cause of the voice of the great words which the 
horn spake." What horns ? Why the Papacy, 
or the seventh bead that had received the deadly 
wound and was healed, or in another way of speak- 
ing, our present combination which it may be said 
is neither Romanism or Protestantism. 

But'what more did the prophet behold? He 
says: "I beheld even till the beast was slain, and 
his body destroyed and given to the flame." This 
all is still the same and has reference to the woman 
and the beast. 

Because that the Revelator described  the beast 

with seven heads and a wound upon one head, au«l 
then in form of a two-homed beast, and then ac: 

oompa'nied by a woman and then at last all turned 
into a great city (which means all the kindred 
nations of the world) does not in the least inter 
fere with the vision of Daniel. But these things 
plainly reveal to^sj that if we want tn know any- 
thing about these visions we must change our ap- 
plications to the popular sentiments whenever 
popular sentiments change and demand it. 

Upon this ground we have .ill fair reason to 
conclude that our combination will be destroyed, 
and that by political beasts and combinations. 
Pdr as the angel to the Revelator said, that the ten 
horns should utterly destroy the woman which also 
corresponds with Dan. 7: 12, which states the 
condition after this disruption on this wise. "As 
concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their 
dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolong- 
ed for a season and time." This also compares with 
the gloomy condition spoken of in Rev. 18. 

It may be urged that in Rev. 19: 19. "The 
beast" is mentioned and therefore the woman only 
is to be destroyed, and that a second destruction by 
fire would have to take place, and then migbt be 
the time when the thrones that Daniel spoke of 
will be cast down. But this would not be compati- 
ble with the Scriptures for both the prophet and 
the Revelator make mention of the woman and the 
beast being slain and made desolate and destroyed 
by fire, and they both impress us that the thrones 
of this world will have come to an end in the first 
destruction by sword and by fire and that earthly 
dominions will be taken away and be no more es- 
tablished at all.    Dan. 7: 12. Rev. 18: 21. 

All these things are greatly in contrast with the 
destruction spoken of in Rev. 19. There is no 
"Hating" or literal strife alluded to there between 
political parties as has been the case heretofore. 
The slaying that was done in Rev. 19, is by the 
"Sharp sword" that proceeded out of the' mouth of 
him that sit upon a white horse. And the fire 
that is referred to is not that which in war time 
with us is kept up by the destruction of houses 
and barns and cities and other personal property, 
but it is that fire which is fed by brimstone in 
which they are tormented forever and ever both 
day and night, which is the second death. 

Such great changes will have been wrought in 
the destruction of the woman that it may be sup- 
posed since refinement and enlightment will be the 
ultimate result of all these revolutions as it always 
has been that there is a probability that some 
system of religion may constitute the beast that 
may be as far superior to the present religious 
combination as the present combination is superior 
to the religion of ancient Rome. 

Very likely the sword will be almost totally 
abolished, especially by the Christian professors 
who will then upon that principle be vastly in the 
majority, so much so will the principle of nonresist 
ance, and doing right without law will prevail 
so greatly that those who do not believe in govern- 
ing without creeds and laws will be unable at all to 
establish any goverment by the powers of the 
sword or compulsory creeds. 

Rev. 19:15, 2l, make it quite probable that 
there never will be a literal war fought with the 
Lamb, but rather a spiritual war wherein those who 
are so anxious to seek positions and rule by creeds 
and laws and persist in it until they will be made 
sensible of the failure of their erroneous course by 
the "Sharp sword"—the truth—that the shame 
and shock of it will consign them to everlasting re- 
morse. 

Oh, how careful wo should be not to persist in 
things that are not certainly according to the truth, 
although as we might think the result ever so bad. 

It is therefore probable that great spiritual light 
will follow the destruction of the woman which 
would fulfill Dan. 12: 10, "Many shall be purified 
and made white and tried ; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand, 
but the wise shall understand." 

It may be presumed that the people who will 
accept the light and do what is right will constitute, 
"The people of the saints into whose hands finally 
the kingdom under the whole heaven will be given." 

It should not be considered preaumptious when 
we say that these people  will govern  upon the 

sam-j plan that the nonresistant Dunkard brethren 
always have attempted to govern that is doing 
what is right without either creed or laws. But 
in this however we have greatly failed because of 
the progress of «ur industrial world and us failing 
in our limited judgment to adapt ourselves, hence 
we have rather been I Token down. 

Our distracted condition now is synonymous to or 
is scripturally signified by the powers of heaven 
being "Shaken," and "Dissolved," "Departed as a 
scroll when it is rolled together." 

All these things do not extinguish the church and 
good people, it merely obliterstee the present methods 
which through inventions in industrial enlightenment 
have became so defective and difficult tor ns to adjnst 
ourselves to. 

The defectiveoess ot the present system of church 
goverment and the signs of a general dissolution is al- 
ready apparent to the candid observer. This will be 
spued out of his month and a new and better and more 
satisfactory disposition in fellowship will be experienc- 
ed by all people who will desire such a state of things. 

A new entering into fellowship is also signified after 
onr being rejected snd "Spaed ont." "Behold I stand 
at the door and knock : if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come into him and will sup with 
him, and he with me."     Rev. 8: 14. 

Win rensburg, Mo. 

Cultivation of the Mind. 

BY HART   E.   YODER. 

When the farmer wants to raise a good crop of 
anything he cultivates the ground well, and keeps 
down the weeds. So if we want to be something 
in this world we must cultivate our mind and keep 
out bad and impure thoughts; for whatever we 
think will form into words whether good or bad. 
So it is necessary to learn to control our thoughts 
in order to cultivate our mind well. For good 
thoughtsare the roots ; good words are the blossoms; 
good deeds are the fruits of a well cultivated mind. 

Reading good books, or good literature of any 
kind, elevates us and enobles life and leaves us 
better for having read them. Good books are ex- 
cellent friends. They will tell us over and over 
and never grow weary or out of patience if we do 
not understand them at first. School is a good 
place to cultivate the mind. I wonder if some 
boys and girls realize what they are going to 
school for. Some say they go for fun, while 
others I believe don't stop to think what they 
really are going for. If they did they would not 
stay out of school on certain days, or fail to get 
their lessons well, just to spite the teacher. But 
they are making a big mistake. They are not 
spiting the teacher any, but themselves, which 
they will sometime learn to regret. 

The great men of our day are dying fast, and 
we must have others to fill their places in peace 
and in war. Who shall it be but the rising genera- 
tion ? Therefore let us work as if we meant to dt 
something, and do it well, for how we live we muse 
one day tell. If boys and men instead of gather- 
ing together in saloons or other favorite places 
and telling degrading and vile stories and . filling 
their minds with everything that is impure would 
spend their evenings in reading good books, their 
minds would become purer, and they would be 
awakened to do something towards improving 
their time and talent. True we cannot all be 
great men and women, but whatever we do let us 
be master of our work, and we will not have lived 
in vain. 

Canaan, Ohio. 

It there ever has been a period in the history of 
our country when the true friends of Christ should 
be awake to the cause of Christian education, this 
is the time. The church should fully prepare her- 
self to comfort the devotees of darkness and sin by 
giving her youth the advantages of a good educa- 
tion, that her sons and daughters may prove more 
than a match for the opponents of truth.— W. C. 
Smilh, 1870. 

What God could have done is not our province 
to decide. One thing, however, is certain: He 
has in many oases converted a solitary sinner in 
the wilderness, without outside agency, through 
which as instruments the way was open for the 
gospel. But as a general rule he sends his mis, 
sionaries into the remote corners of the earth with 
the command, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature;" and when he has 
a particular work for an individual to perform, im- 
pressions are made upon his mind to that effect.— 
Samuel Huber. a 


